Baldwin to question Chicago's horse sense

The '30 Rock' actor, PETA campaigning against carriage rides

BY BILL ZWECKER Sun-Times Columnist

Could ''30 Rock'' star Alec Baldwin be heading our way? Word has it the outspoken actor has gotten wind of the fact that Chicago -- like New York -- features antique carriages pulled by aging horses as a tourist attraction.

Baldwin has teamed up with People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals to promote the ''Blinders'' documentary -- a scathing indictment of New York's carriage horses lined up in mid-town Manhattan, offering rides in Central Park.
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Actor Alec Baldwin (inset) may be coming to Chicago soon to publicize "Blinders," a documentary attacking city horse-and-carriage rides such as the one pictured at Michigan and Chicago avenues.  (Jon Sall/Sun-Times/AP)

 However, a pal of Baldwin's says he's anxious to eradicate this popular summertime experience many out-of-towners include in their activities when visiting the Big Apple -- or when hitting Chicago's Streeterville neighborhood. For years, the horse and buggy rides (available for hiring at Water Tower Park at Pearson and Michigan) have long further clogged the already-jammed traffic patterns around the Miracle Mile shopping corridor and surrounding streets.

From Baldwin and PETA's standpoint, it's not the traffic woes that are the concern. They are focused on animal rights issues regarding the treatment of the horses hooked up to the carriagess, with the animals often relegated to spending many long hours outside in all kinds of weather.

As Baldwin told the New York Daily News last week, ''Sure, carriage horses are a New York tradition, but so were drug dealers in Union Square. ... There are a lot of New York traditions that fall by the wayside, and for good reason.''

The actor's friend says Baldwin clearly feels the same could be said about the newer tradition of carriage rides in Our Town. ''He would just substitute Chicago for New York and some former Chicago drug haven for New York's Union Square.''

 
 
